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XIX. Historia Economico-politica y Estadistica de la Ida de Cuba 6 sea dc sus 
Progresos en la Poblaeion , la Agricultural el Comereio y las Rentas. Por Dos 
Ramon de la Sagra, Director del Jardin Botanico de la Habana y Catedratico 
de Botanica-Agricola; Botanico Honsrario de S. M.; Corresponsal del Real Jar- 
din de Madrid y del Museo Real de Ciencias de Paris; Miembro de la Real 
Academia Medica Matritense, de las Medico-quirurgicas y Economicas, de 
Cadiz v de Murcia, &c. &c. Habana, 1831, 4to, pp. 386. 

An Economico-political and Statistical History of the Island of Cuba: or Sketch oj 
its Progress in Population , Agriculture , Commerce and Revenue. By Don Ra¬ 
mon de la Sagra, Director of the Botanic Garden at the Habana. &c. 

Although this work, with which we have been‘lately favoured by the intelli¬ 
gent author, is not, as its title imports, of a medical character, or written by a phy¬ 
sician, the first chapter contains statistical details concerning the island of Cuba, 
which are interesting to the medical philosopher. To some, indeed, that relate 
to the mean temperature of the Havana, reference was made by Dr. Pcriine, in 
a late number of this Journal.* 

Although, as wc have said, not a physician, M. de la Sagra has already pub¬ 
lished a work which was reviewed in this Journal. It, also, was of a statistical 
character, and consisted of tables illustrative of the mortality produced by the 
cholera at the Havana, the ravages of which were frightful in the extreme. 

On casting our eyes over some of the tables touching the movement of the po¬ 
pulation at the Havana, we find some anomalies not easy of explanation. In the 
following, for example, which is compiled from estimates made by M. Pre\ost, 
of Geneva, with the addition of the author’s observations at the Havana, we ob¬ 
serve, that in this city alone, the proportion of the males amongst the illegiti¬ 
mate children is less than that of the females. Granting, that the procreation of 
males requires more vigour on the part of the parents, the whole table, it will be 
observed, is strongly in favour of wedlock. It is an old idea, that bastards have 
more metal and corporeal vigour than children born in wedlock, and Shakspeare, 
embodying the idea of the times, makes Edmund say, 

“Why brand they us 

With base! with baseness? bastardy? base? base? 

Who, in the lusty stealth of nature, take 
More composition and fierce quality 
Than doth, within a dull, stale, tired bed, 

Go to the creating a whole tribe of fops, 

Got ’tween sleep and wake.” 

It has been attempted of late, also, to show that, in animals the corporeal vi¬ 
gour of the parents has much to do with the future sex, and M. Giron de Bassa- 
ringue, from his experiments, affirms, that very young, and, consequently feebler 
rams beget a larger proportion of females, and the older and more vigorous, of 
males. He asserts, however, that females commonly predominate amongst ani¬ 
mals that live in a state of polygamy, and the same fact, it is affirmed, has been 
observed in Turkey and Persia, in our own species. This may partly explain 
the reason why the males predominate over the females in greater proportion in 
legitimacy than in illegitimacy, although it does not appear to us sufficient to ac¬ 
count for the whole difference. The estimates are decidedly unfavourable to the 
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old notion respecting the bastard, to which we have referred Th 
of females born, tt wiU be observed, is in all eases assumed , 0 be lo.” 0 "'™ 


1 

legitimate . 


Females 

I Males. 

France, . . 

10,000 

10,000 

10,657 

10,452 

Naples, . . 

Prussia . 

Westphalia,. . . 
Montpelier, . . . 
Havana.. . 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,471 

10,707 

10,397 

... 1 

Tot. number of) 
Observations, 5 

Mean, .... 

10,000 

10,519 


Humber of 
Observed 
Births. 


ILLEGITIMATE, 


Females. I 


9,650,135 
1,059,055 
3,572, -551 
151,169 
25,064 
8,213 


10,000 
10,000 
| 10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10.000 


Males. 


10,000 


10,484 

10,367 

10,278 

10,039 

10,081 

9,145 


Humber of 
Observed 
Births. 


10,066 


673,047 

51,309 

212,801 

19,950 

2,735 

5,039 

1,027,884 


are tnore fat ^raWcTr conceptionThan 'clhe^'’ Yet w^ Umate *. cer,ain “™' b -s 
matter, we find it eitremelv difficult ; t 1 et, when we inquire into the 
»f Marseilles, Burns of G asmw inH ^ c ^^faetoty theory. Raymond, 
fished some years^^Tn steden°/' hc *“***« “quin-, pub- 
conceive more readily 1 ’ falour h « " ca, that in those countries women 
founded on eight yearn’ 

makes the latio of conceptions as follows- \ T' T ' births, 

March, and December Apr “’ Julp ' Fcb ™ a T. 

and Dr. Governcur Finer „ r J ’i e“ USt ,' J,ovember > September and October- 
Philadelphia, from observation's", 1 ,'/-ten? 1 ° grca,est . number of conceptions in 
ary, and May: the S in OemhL? ? ’ “'''"f “ ,83 °- arc » April, Janu- 

would seem to set all theory at defian ’ * "? UM ’. and September—results which 

gust, January, March, and February r.h™ November ' December, Au- 
were, therefore, the most freouent mn ,l ,-' Uar> ’’ Janua O’, March, and April, 
July, May, and September eotmeption with the whiles; June, 

population—for a difference is here ° - - V ' akln? lhe wbi,e and the coloured 
"^.Januaty.lSt^^^^^'^ '° ““.hs of Feb- 

favourable to conception- June T,’,k- a ’ mld ? l0 ' ember > are shown to be most 
least so, whence M de la Sn?ri r ""l' 1 ’ October, September, and May the 
most; and the warm east Tb i ' hc 0001 months fa '™ exception 

by -he meteor^™. mMcsTothX^e^at ^h^ “ ^ 

notice; but the inference docs no. apply .0 0 ^ ° f 
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De La Sagr.i’s Medical Statistics of the Havana. 

The greatest mortality at the Havana, is in the months of May, June, July, 
August, and September, the period at which the yellow fever (Jicbre amarilla) 
prevails. 

The proportionate mortality in 100 individuals amongst the whites, is 55T 
males to 44 9 females; amongst the people of colour, 51-2 males to 48 8 females; 
whilst the proportion of the sexes born in 100, is 50 5 males to 49-5 females 
amongst the whites: and 51 '4 males to 4S‘G females, amongst the people of colour. 
It would seem, consequently, that the mortality, amongst the males of the white 
variety of our species, is much greater than amongst the females; and that, in 
the coloured population, the ratio of mortality is nearly equal to that of the 
births in both sexes, (p. 44.) The disproportion of deaths amongst the whites, 
M. de la Sagra attributes to the yellow fever, which destroys more men than 
women. In Paris, where the whole number of deaths was, in 1828, 24299 the 
proportion of males to females was 1 to 11250. 

The following table, framed from data afforded by M. de la Sagra, indicates 
the mortality at different ages, amongst the different classes of the population. 


AGE. 

PROPORTION 

White. 

N 100 CASES. 

Black. 

From birth to 10 years 

4G 

41 

10 to 20 “ 

5 

15 

20 to 30 “ 

11 

18 

30 to 40 “ 

8 

9 

40 to 50 “ 

8 

7 

50 to GO “ 

G 

4 

GO to 70 “ 

G 

3 

70 to 80 “ 

5 

2 

80 to 90 " 

2 

07 

90 to 100 “ 

02 

02 


It would appear from this table, that, at the Havana, more whites than blacks 
die, of all ages, with the exception of those comprised between 10 and 50. From 
10 to 20 the mortality is three times greater amongst the latter than the former. 
The months of January, February, and March, are most fatal to children: those 
of July and August to j-outh, and those of June and August to the aged. This, at 
least, applies to the whites; and it is applicable to the coloured population, except 
as regards the aged, to whom the months of November, December, and January 
are the most fatal. 

The deaths during the early days of infancy are frightfully numerous. In the 
few years recorded, they were as follows:— 

While* Black. 

From birth to the 7th day, inclusive, . . 19 per cent. 24 

From 7 days to 1 month.10 “ 9 

From 1 month to 2,. 5 « 4 


"Not of the whole number of deaths, but of the deaths in the Bret ten years. 
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Whitts. 

Blacks. 

From 2 months to 3,. 

... 8 “ 

4 

From 3 months to 1 year, . . . 

. . . Q-i » 

23 

From 1 year to 3,. 

... 21 “ 

19 

From 3 to 10,. 

... 13 •' 

17 


The great mortality during the first seven days, is caused by the trismus nasccn- 
tium, appropriately termed by the Spaniards, vial de los side dias —“disease of 
seven days/ 5 The greater mortality amongst the black children, is, doubtless, 
owing to the want of due attention to their comforts and to their greater exposure 
to atmospheric vicissitudes. The mortality under one year of age, compared 
with the whole mortality, is, at the Havana, about 1 in 31; whilst, in Baltimore, 
it is not more than 1 in 2-1, and in Philadelphia, about 1 in 23. 

The researches of Villermd and Milne Edwards, in France, and of Trevisan, 
in Italy, exhibit, that in those countries the influence of depressed temperature 
has much to do with the number of deaths in early infancy. They found that of 
100 children born in the months of December, January, and February, 6C died in 
the first month; that of 100 born in the spring, 48 survived the first year, whilst 
of 100 bom in the summer, 83 lived more than a year. 

The deductions of these gentlemen regarding European countries would not 
apply to the Havana nor to our cities, in which, during the first two years, the 
cholera infantum, a disease manifestly connected with elevated temperature, is 
so destructive. Amongst the white, at the Havana, the monthly difference is not 
great; and, as respects the coloured population, the months of June, March, and 
February, months differing essentially from each other, exceed the rest. 


OF TIIOSE BORN IN 

THERE DIED IN THE FIRST 

MONTH OF EXISTENCE. 

Whites. 

Blacks. 

January . . . 

li 


February . . . 

12 


March . . . 

11 


April .... 

14 

1G 

May .... 

10 

17 

Jane .... 

12 

26 

July .... 

11 

15 

August . . . 

13 

15 

September . . 

13 

16 

October . . 

10 

15 

November . . 

13 

17 

December . . 

10 

14 


The mortality amongst the white population at Havana, is estimated, by the 
author, at 1 in 25; amongst the coloured 1 in 20; the mean being 1 in 22 6—a 
mortality twice as great as that of Philadelphia. R. D. 

















